16 November 1999
Document Number:     J4/99-0584

Page    1  of   1

Subject:
Issues Concerning Context-Sensitive Words
Author:
Walter Murray
References:
1. Base Document:  CD 1.7, October 1999

DISCUSSION:

1. Is the following statement legal, assuming that INITIALIZED is a user-defined data-name?

ALLOCATE INITIALIZED INITIALIZED.

2. Is the following statement legal, assuming that BELL is a user-defined index-name?

SET BELL TO 5.

       (It seems to me that it is not, by the first paragraph of 8.10, Context-sensitive words, because a context-sensitive word (BELL) has been used where a context-sensitive word (LOCALE) is permitted, so BELL must be treated as a keyword, resulting in a syntax error because BELL is not a valid keyword in a SET statement.)

3. If this is indeed a problem, would this fix it?  On page 151, 8.10 Context-sensitive words, first paragraph, change “where a context-sensitive word is permitted” to “where that context-sensitive word is permitted”.  Are other changes also needed?

4. I encountered problems trying to understand the rules for keywords in intrinsic functions (when I was exploring alternate approaches to fixing the date conversion functions).  Discussion with Don Nelson indicated that certain keywords that are now context-sensitive words should perhaps be reserved words.  Consider NUMVAL-C and TEST-NUMVAL-C.  Suppose that LOCALE and ANYCASE have been used as user-defined words.  Are there problems with the following?

a. FUNCTION NUMVAL-C (ARG-1 LOCALE)

b. FUNCTION NUMVAL-C (ARG-1 ANYCASE)

c. FUNCTION NUMVAL-C (ARG-1 LOCALE LOCALE ANYCASE)

d. FUNCTION NUMVAL-C (ARG-1 LOCALE ANYCASE ANYCASE)

e. FUNCTION NUMVAL-C (ARG-1 ANYCASE ANYCASE)

f. FUNCTION NUMVAL-C (ARG-1 LOCALE ANYCASE)

